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focusing on job creation and economic growth. 
This is the first time that an African American 
has had the top role in championing the coun-
ty’s effort to market itself as a world class 
business destination. Mr. Finney has led the 
organization since 2017. The Miami-Dade 
Beacon Council serves as the official eco-
nomic development organization for Miami- 
Dade County. The not-for-profit public-private 
partnership focuses on job creation and eco-
nomic growth. Since 1985, the organization 
has assisted more than 1,200 businesses that 
have created more than 74,000 jobs and 
added more than $6.7 billion in new capital in-
vestments. It accomplishes this by marketing 
Miami-Dade as a world-class business loca-
tion, growing local companies and entre-
preneurs and shaping the local economy’s fu-
ture. The Council engages local, national, and 
international audiences when facilitating busi-
ness growth and expansion. 

Prior to his current role, Mr. Finney served 
as president and chief executive officer for 
Community Ventures Resources Inc. in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, served as senior adviser for 
economic growth for the State of Michigan’s 
Governor Rick Snyder and as president and 
chief executive officer of the Michigan Eco-
nomic Development Corporation. 

Mr. Finney is a member of the boards of di-
rectors of the Miami Branch of the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Atlanta, the Miami Lighthouse 
for the Blind and Visually Impaired, the Great-
er Miami Chamber of Commerce, Greater 
Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau, Sagi-
naw Valley State University Foundation, and 
the Florida Memorial University’s Social Jus-
tice Institute Advisory Board. 

He received his Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration from Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity and an MA in human resources from Cen-
tral Michigan University. 
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FLOOD LEVEL OBSERVATION, OP-
ERATIONS AND DECISION SUP-
PORT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 12, 2022 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise in support of the bipartisan, bicameral 
FLOODS Act led by Senator Wicker. Flooding 
is the most common natural hazard in the 
United States, resulting in the greatest number 
of lives lost and property damaged. We 
passed the tenth anniversary of Superstorm 
Sandy about one month ago. That storm was 
a harbinger of the future as we have seen 
many storms with record-breaking extreme 
precipitation that has led to flooding events, 
from Hurricane Harvey in my home state of 
Texas, to the more recent Hurricane Ida. The 
need to better prepare our communities for 
potential catastrophic flooding is now more 
crucial than ever. 

The FLOODS Act directs the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to estab-
lish a National Integrated Flood Information 
System that will inform and provide timely de-
cision-making in the face of flooding events 
and coordinate and integrate flood research at 
NOAA. The bill would also designate a service 
coordination hydrologist at each National 

Weather Service River Forecast Center, and it 
requires NOAA to leverage existing work 
through intra-agency and external partnerships 
to improve impact decision support systems, 
as well as regularly update Atlas 14 precipita-
tion frequency estimates. 

It cannot be overstated how urgent the need 
for this basic work is for informing products 
such as updated FEMA flood maps used in 
flood insurance determinations, designing in-
frastructure in flood prone areas, and for plan-
ning evacuations. I want to thank Representa-
tive SHERRILL for her leadership on this legisla-
tion and on the issue of addressing the 
causes and impacts of flooding on Americans 
across the country. 

I urge my colleagues to support its passage. 
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HONORING NANCY ALLEN 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an individual who has made signifi-
cant contributions to our justice system, cham-
pioning the rights of victims; has served as an 
educator, inspiring thousands of college stu-
dents; and has created and shared stories as 
a bestselling author. 

My district includes Springfield, Missouri, the 
home of Nancy Allen, a former Assistant Pros-
ecutor, Assistant Attorney General, Senior In-
structor at Missouri State University (Go 
Bears) and the district’s first New York Times 
bestselling author. I am honored today to rec-
ognize the lifelong accomplishments of Nancy 
Allen, who comes from a long history of Mis-
souri educators and attorneys in a family that 
is committed to serving the community. She 
also comes from just 2 doors down from my 
childhood home. You see Nancy and I were 
neighborhood kids together growing up in the 
1960s. 

Nancy is a natural advocate. In 1973, at the 
age of 16, she appeared before the Springfield 
School Board to make the case for instituting 
a girls’ competitive sports program in Spring-
field Public Schools. The Board voted in favor 
of her proposal that night, and that year, the 
schools extended athletic opportunities to girls 
for the first time in SPS history. 

She graduated from Missouri State Univer-
sity with an English Education degree in 1978 
and received her Law Degree from the Univer-
sity of Missouri in 1980. She was a trailblazer 
for women in the legal profession, returning to 
Springfield in 1981 to practice law in South-
west Missouri. Nancy joined the Greene Coun-
ty Prosecutor’s Office as the only woman on 
staff and tried over 30 jury trials. 

After marrying Randall Allen and starting a 
family, she became an Assistant Attorney 
General for our great state, serving for 9 years 
as a champion for victims of consumer fraud. 

In 2005, Nancy became an instructor at Mis-
souri State University, teaching law classes in 
the College of Business. With over 900 stu-
dents per year, she received awards for teach-
ing and garnered the highest student evalua-
tions. Though she retired in 2020, her relation-
ships with former students remain strong. In 
2021, she served as the officiant of 2 former 
students’ wedding and performed the cere-
mony. 

While teaching at Missouri State University, 
Nancy picked up the pen and began her ca-
reer as a novelist, a goal she pursued with tre-
mendous determination. In 2014, The Code of 
the Hills was released, the first legal thriller in 
her 4-book Ozarks Mystery Series published 
by Harper Collins. The series, which examines 
social issues as well as crimes against women 
and children, has been optioned by a major 
network. 

During this period of publishing success, 
she also became a co-author with James Pat-
terson. Their first collaboration. Juror #3, be-
came an instant #1 New York Times bestseller 
in 2018. Their next book, The Jailhouse Law-
yer, became a #2 New York Times bestseller. 
Their next novel will be released in 2024. 

In addition, she teamed up with a film pro-
duction company to author the Anonymous 
Justice series for Grand Central Publishing. 
Renegade came out in 2022, and Payback will 
be released in 2023. 

Nancy Allen’s career illustrates a commit-
ment to service, and also provides a true ex-
ample of how hard work and determination 
can propel a talented constituent from my Dis-
trict into the New York City publishing spot-
light. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank Nancy 
Allen for her many contributions to our District 
and Nation. 
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HONORING DR. RUDOLPH MOISE 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Dr. Rudolph Moise as 
he expands his practice to include Com-
prehensive Medical Aesthetics in Miami, Flor-
ida. 

Dr. Moise was born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 
As a tenacious 17-year old, he migrated to the 
United States, and he received a Bachelor’s 
Degree from the University of Illinois at Chi-
cago and a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
from the Chicago College of Osteopathic Med-
icine before obtaining a federal medical grant 
to train for four years at a Miami clinic that 
served Haitian refugees. Dr. Moise’s thirst for 
knowledge coupled with his passion for serv-
ice inspired to continue this great work. 

In 1985, he began his private practice in a 
small storefront in North Miami, which eventu-
ally became Comprehensive Health Center, 
his current medical practice. His passion for 
learning and dedication to his community led 
him to earn a law degree and MBA. Dr. Moise 
never practiced law, but the knowledge he 
gained assists him to navigate the legal as-
pect of medicine. His desire to give back to 
America led him to become a flight surgeon in 
the Air Force Reserve where he served for 21 
years and earned the rank of Colonel, the 
highest ranking American of Haitian descent to 
hold such a position. 

As a native of Haiti, he is an advocate for 
improving the welfare of his country. In 2003, 
he was appointed by Gov. Jeb Bush to serve 
on the Governor’s Haiti Advisory Group as 
part of an effort to advance the economic de-
velopment and resources in Haiti. Dr. Moise 
has received numerous leadership accolades 
over the years, including being named a top fi-
nalist for ‘‘Best Physician of the Year’’ by the 
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